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| | Harley Street, June 1ſt 1785. 
3 [ >: Aſſembly of the Iſland of Jamaica having, on the gth Day of 


December 1784, come to the following Reſolution ; viz. © That it 
c is the Opinion of this Committee, That Copies of the ſeveral Reſolu- 
ce tions of the Houſe relative to the Imports from different American Ports, and 
« their ſeveral Returns, together with Copies of the Petitions from the different 
« Pariſhes to this Houſe, and the Memorial to the Crown, be ſent to the Agent, 
ce with Orders, that they may be compiled and printed, for the Purpoſe of com- 
« municating the ſame to the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, and others 
ce concerned in the Trade of this land: Mr. Stephen Fuller, Agent for the 
ſaid Iſland, thinks himſelf in Duty bound to lay before both Houſes of 
Parliament the ſaid Memorial and Petition of the Council and Aſſembly, of 
December laſt ; and alſo the Subſtance of the Petitions preſented to the Aſſembly, 
by a Majority of the ſeveral Pariſhes in the land, in reſpe& to the Intercourſe 
with the American States the high Duties upon their Staple Commodities, and the 
Mode of collecting the Duty on Sugar, in their own Words, without any Com- 
ments; conceiving that the beſt Dreſs they can appear in, is their own ge- 
nuine Simplicity. | 


Mr. Fuller, conceiving it alſo to be the Wiſh and Deſire of the Council 

and Aſſembly, that their preſent Situation may be perfectly known 10 both 
Houſes of Parliament, thinks it further incumbent upon him, as Agent, to 
make it known, that it is intended to embrace a very early Opportunity in 


the next Seſſions, to lay the State of the [land of Jamaica before the Houſe 


of Commons ; lamenting, at the ſame Time, that that Honourable Houſe thought 
it too late to take his Petition into Conſideration in the preſent Seſſions ; which 
Petition was preſented on the 5th of May, and would have appeared much 
ſooner, if it had not been unavoidably delayed by waiting for the final Reſo- 
lution and Report of the Lords of the Committee of Council, upon the ſaid Me- 
morial and Petition of the Council and Aſſembly, which was not compleated till 
the 2gth of April, | | 9 
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A PETITION of the Planters, and other Inhabitants, of the 
Pariſh of Saint Dorothy, was preſented to the Houſe, and read ;—Ser- 
ting forth, 


„ F 


That the Petitioners contribute in a very extenſive Manner to the Support 
of the Trade and Revenue of Great Britain, by the Conſumption of her 
Manufactures, and the heavy Duties levied on our Staple Commodities. 


That though, from Reverence and Affection for our Parent State, we have 


long ſubmitted to accumulated Impoſts on the Fruits of our Induſtry; yet 


we beg Leave to repreſent, that unleſs the greateſt Encouragement be ſpeedily 
granted to the Planting Intereſt, the Agriculture of this Iſland muſt very con- 
ſiderably decreaſe, and the Navigation of Great Britain be thereby dimi- 
niſhed. | 


We ſubmit to your Conſideration, whether an Application for a free 


Intercourſe with the United States of America will not be requiſite to enable 


the Inhabitants of this Iſland to ſuſtain the heavy Charge of cultivating the 
natural Products of the Country; as our Fellow Subjects of Canada and Nova 
Scotia, from the Diſtance and Situation, the ſevere Inclemency and Duration 
of their Winter, cannot at any reaſonable Price, nor in any conſiderable De- 
gree, furniſh the Articles of which we ſtand moſt in Need. 


That from the unfavourable Seaſons incident to the South Side of the 
Iſland, and to this Pariſh in particular, and the conſequent Failure of our 
Crops of Corn and other Proviſions, we ſhould often be expoſed to the 
dreadful Effects of Famine, if we are deprived of Supplies from America. 


On the Revival of this Commerce our Proſperity and Happineſs ſo much 


depend, that we earneſtly recommend to you to take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall 


be moſt effectual to eſtabliſh a free and uninterrupted Intercourſe with the 


United States of America. 


And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 28 Names. 


A PETITION of the Planters, and other Inhabitants, of the Pariſh 
of Saint John, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners contribute in a very important and extenſive Manner 
to the Support of the Trade and Revenue of Great Britain, by the Conſump- 


tion of her Manufactures, and the very heavy Duties levied on our Produce. 
That, 


- 


1 


That, as we revere our Connection with the Parent State, we have often 
ſubmitted in Silence, though not without Obſervation, to accumulated Im- 
ofts laid on the Fruits of our Induſtry, without conſulting in any Manner 
our Ability to bear them.—We beg Leave to repreſent, that unleſs the higheſt 
Encouragement 1s ſpeedily granted to the Planting Intereſt, the Agriculture 
of this Iſland muſt very conſiderably decreaſe, and the Navigation of Great 
Britain be thereby diminiſhed. 


In conſidering theſe neceſſary and important Meaſures, our Experience 
leads us to ſubmit to your Wiſdom, whether an extenſive Intercourſe with the 
United States of America will not be indiſpenſably requiſite, to enable the 
Inhabitants of the Britih Sugar Iſlands to ſuſtain the contingent Expences of 
improving their Lands, and cultivating the Staple Commodities of the Weſt 
Indies. We are much concerned in finding, that a Dependance on our Fellow 
Subjects in Canada and Nova Scotia, however deſirable, has hitherto proved 
deluſive, notwithſtanding the moſt urgent and repeated Applications have 
been made to thoſe Colonies : Their local Situation, and the ſevere Inclemency 
of their Winter, prevent the Poſſibility of Supplies from thence in any conſi- 


derable Quantity. 


In the Renewal of mutual Intercourſe with the Continent of America, the 
Agriculture and Commerce of this Iſland will be greatly encouraged, by 
the Sale of our Produce for ſuch American Articles as we greatly want, and 
ſome of which we cannot poſſibly do without. On the Revival of this Com- 
merce our Proſperity and Happineſs ſo much depend, that we confide in 
your Wiſdom to deviſe ſuch Means, and to take ſuch Meaſures, as will moſt 
effectually eſtabliſh a free and uninterrupted Intercourſe with the United 


States of America. 
And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 45 Names. 


A PETITION of the Freeholders of the Pariſh of Saint Thomas 
in the Vale was preſented to the Houſe, and read ;—Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners have always with Chearfulneſs contributed their Pro- 
portion of the Sums voted for the Support of their internal Government, 
though ſometimes ſo very burdenſome as to require their utmoſt Efforts to 
accompliſh : That unhappily, during ſuch their Exertions, very grievous ad- 
ditional Taxes were impoſed by the Brizifs Parliament: That the Taxes ſo 
impoſed by Parliament on their Staple Commodity tend not only to the Ruin 
of the Majority of the Sugar Planters, but eventually, as the Petitioners 
humbly apprehend, to the total Deſtruction of the Colony. Impreſſed with 


this truly alarming Idea, if they continued filent, when it is ſo abſolutely ne- 
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ceſſary that their Sentiments, as well individually as collectively, ſhould be 
manifeſted on the Occaſion, they ſhould deem themſelves unworthy of the 
Relief they think they are entitled to expe&t.—The Petitioners further beg 
Leave to repreſent, that they conſider the Prohibition of all Intercourſe with 
America, except under particular Reſtrictions, as a Grievance of the firſt 
Magnitude. | 
And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 37 Names. 


' A PETITION of the Planters of the Pariſh of Clarendon was pre- 
ſented to the Houle, and read; „ forth, 


That the Petitioners, for ſome Months paſt, have ſeen with great Concern 
in the public Papers, a Proclamation from the King in Council, bearing 
Date the 2d July 1783, and prohibiting all Trade and Intercourſe between 
the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands and the United States of America, except in 
Britiſh-built Veſſels, navigated by Brizifh Seamen, and being the * of 
Britiſh Subjects. , 


That the Petitioners have refrained hitherto from all Application to the 
Houſe upon the Subject of this Proclamation, becauſe they conceived it to 
be deſigned as a mere temporary Expedient, and which was only recur- 
red to, until ſome well-concerted Plan of Intercourſe could be eſtabliſhed by 
His Majeſty's Miniſters between Great Britain and her hs and 


the United States of America. 


That the Petitioners . are now greatly alarmed, at finding that a Second 
Seſſion of Parliament has elapſed, and that the Law authorizing the above 
reſtraining Proclamation has been again paſſed, to the great Detriment of 
the Subjects in His Majeſty's remaining Colonies in the Meſt Indies. 


That the Petitioners humbly ſubmit, that a direct Trade with America is 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Briziſh Sugar Iſlands ; ſince, 
without it, they will be obliged to purchaſe Lumber and Flour at a War 
Price, while the Return upon their Staple Commodity will remain at the 
common Peace Valuation. 


That the Petitioners are convinced, that the Reſtrictions: upon the Ame- 
rican Trade, enjoined by the es, will be productive of the moſt 
ſerious Conſequences, if not ſpeedily removed; and that they will not only be 
injurious to His Majeſty's Revenue, by obliging many Sugar Planters to 
9 this uſeful Branch of Manufacture, but endanger the Lives - = 

IO ite 


x. 
White Inhabitants of the Iſland, by expoſing them to all the Conſequences of 


Famine—Conſequences the more dreadful, from the Diſproportion of ſuch 
White Inhabitants to the Number of Slaves in this Iſland. 


That the Petitioners cannot help remarking to the Houſe, that for ſome 
Months paſt Accounts have been publiſhed in the Weekly Papers of the 
Ifland, (and which are ſaid therein to be publiſhed by Authority) giving a De- 
tail of great Quantities of Lumber and Flour imported into this Iſland from 
America, according to the Spirit of the Proclamation ; as if to ſhew, that the 
Trade may be obtained to every neceſſary Extent under the Reſtrictions there- 
in enjoined : A Circumſtance which, the Peritioners ſay, is highly fallacious; 
as this Kind of Trade, by creating a Monopoly, has kept up the Price of 
theſe neceſſary Articles, and conſequently has been no Relief to the Planter. — 
And the Petitioners further beg Leave to add, that nothing can demonſtrate 
the Fallacy of this Liſt of Imports more ſtrongly, than the Neceſſity to which 
we have been driven, of reſcuing ourſelves from the Calamities of the late 
Storm, by opening the Ports of the Iſland to American Veſſels of all Sizes and 
Denominations. 


That the Petitioners further ſubmit, that, after the repeated Marks of 
Loyalty which diſtinguiſhed this Iſland in the late War, it is with infinite 
Concern they find themſelves marked out as the only Part of His Majeſty's 
Dominions which is not to participate in the Bleſſings of Peace. 


And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 117 Names. 


A PETITION of the Planters, and other Inhabitants, of the Pariſh 
of Saint Ann, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; — Setting 
forth, 


That the Petitioners contribute in a very important and extenſive Manner 
to the Support of the Trade and Revenue of Great Britain, by the Con- 
fumption of her Manufactures, and the very heavy Duties levied on our 
Produce. | 


That as we revere our Connection with the Parent State, we have often 
ſubmitted in Silence, though not without Obſervation, to accumulated Im- 
poſts laid on the Fruits of our Induſtry, without conſulting in any Manner 
our Ability to bear them. We beg Leave to repreſent, that unleſs the higheſt 
Encouragement is ſpeedily granted to the Planting Intereſt, the Agriculture 
of this Iſland muſt very conſiderably decreaſe, and the Navigation of Great 

Britain be thereby diminiſhed. | 
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In conſidering theſe neceſſary and important Meaſures, our Experience leads 
us to ſubmit to your Wiſdom, whether an extenſive Intercourſe with the 
United States of America, will not be indiſpenſably requiſite, to enable the In- 
habitants of the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands to ſuſtain the contingent Expences of 
improving their Lands, and cultivating - the Staple Commodities of the 
Weſt Indies. We are much concerned in finding, that a Dependance on our 
Fellow Subjects in Canada and Nova Scotia, however deſirable, hath hitherto 
proved deluſive, notwithſtanding the moſt urgent and repeated Applications 
have been made to thoſe Colonies : Their local Circumſtances, and the ſevere 
Inclemency of the Winter, prevent the Poſſibility of Supplies from thence 
in any conſiderable Quantity, . 


In the Renewal of mutual Intercourſe with the Continent of America, the 
Agriculture and Commerce of this Iſland will be greatly encouraged by the 
Sale of our Produce for ſuch American Articles as we greatly want, and ſome 
of which we cannot poſſibly do without. — On the Revival of this Commerce 
our Proſperity and Happineſs ſo much depend, that we confide in your Wiſ- 
dom to deviſe ſuch Means, and to take ſuch Meaſures, as will moſt effec- 
tually eſtabliſh a free and uninterrupted Intercourſe with the United States of 
America, | | | : 

| And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 63 Names. 


A PETITION of the Planters and [bulbs of the Pariſh 
of Saint Mary, was preſented to the Houſe, and read ;—Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners, with the warmeſt Attachment and Reſpect to His 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, ſubmitted during the late War to the moſt 
grievous and unparalleled Burthens.—That amidſt their Exertions in the De- 
fence of their Country, and at a Time when all Orders of People were labour- 
ing under accumulated Diſtreſſes, occaſioned by the unhappy War with Ame 
rica, and the ſevere Storm that deſolated the moſt valuable Diſtrict of the 
Iſland, their Staple Commodity was, by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
taxed in a Manner ſo as to threaten Ruin to the reſidentiary Sugar Planters, 
or compel them to emigrate to ſome Country where their Labour and Induſtry 
would be gratefully encouraged. Oppreſſive and deſtructive as this Meaſure 
has been, and from its Conſequences is likely to prove, they ſubmitted with- 

, out repining ; truſting, that as ſoon as the War ſhould be at an End, His 
Majeſty's Miniſters would vouchſafe to conſider their Diſtreſſes, and make 
them Objects of their Care. When that Period arrived, with infinite Concern 
the Petitioners beheld themſelves not only neglected, but treated as Aliens, 


in being debarred of the ſame Rights and Benefit of Trade with the United 
States 


©] 


States of America, as their Fellow Subjects in Great Britain. From whence 
this Diſtinction has ariſen, the Petitioners are at a Loſs to determine ; but they 
muſt reiterate, that their Loyalty and Attachment to His Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government have hitherto been unſhaken, and they will preſume to ſay, 
unimpeached. Their unhappy Situation ought, therefore, rather to have en- 
titled them to the Favour of thoſe in whom His Majeſty has placed his 


Confidence. 


The Petitioners were induced to hope, that His Majeſty's Proclamation, 
bearing Date the 2d Day of July, 1783, was intended merely as a temporary 
Expedient, until a proper Plan of Intercourſe could be eſtabliſhed with the 
United States of America; and that the Buſineſs, at the next Seſſions of Par- 
liament, would have been ſeriouſly and maturely conſidered ;—with the deepeſt 
_ Concern, the Petitioners hear of the End of that Seſſion of Parliament, and 
of His Majeſty's having again iſſued his Royal Proclamation, prohibiting all 
Intercourſe with the United States of America, except in Britiſb-built Ships, 
owned by His Majeſty's Subjects, and navigated by Britzh Seamen.—The 
Petitioners beg Leave to ſay, that His Majeſty's Proclamation can never afford 
them the Relief intended; and that a free Trade with the States of America 
is the only Means that can be deviſed, of alleviating- the Diſtreſſes of this 


unhappy Country. 


And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 57 Names. 


A PETITION of the Freeholders, Planters, and Inhabitants of 
the Pariſh of Saint Andrew, was preſented to the Houſe, and read ;— 


Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners, labouring under the deepeſt Diſtreſſes, ariſing from 


the Debts occaſioned by the grievous Taxes for the Defence of the Iſland dur- 


ing the late War ;—by the Viſitations of Providence, in three ſucceſſive Storms, 
during ſo ſhort a Time as Four Years ;—by the frequent Droughts to which this 
Pariſh in particular is ſubjected, which not only render the Properties of the 
Petitioners leſs productive in general, but in ſome Years totally deſtroy the 
Fruits of their Labours, and drive them to the Neceſſity of purchaſing Food 
for themſelves and Slaves, if to be obtained ;—from the Burthens of the late 
Martial Law, which was particularly grievous to the Inhabitants of this Pariſh, 
by the Numbers of their Slaves and Cattle being employed in carrying Pro- 
viſions, Artillery, and other Neceſſaries for making a Defence in the laſt 
Reſort, in which Service many of their Cattle periſhed ;—and, by the additional 
Duty of Four Shillings and Eight Pence per Hundred, which the Parliament of 


Great Britain (at a Time when the Petitioners vainly hoped that the is” 
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of their Misfortunes would have entitled them to the Aid of the Parent State) 
thought proper to lay upon their Sugars, which, as well as their Rum, were be- 
fore too heavily loaded; — now, in Addition to their Misfortunes, find them- 
ſelves in Danger of being deprived of their almoſt only Reſource, which would 
ariſe from a Trade with the Subjects of the United States of America, in their 
own Bottoms, to a certain Extent, which the Petitioners conceive to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of this Iſland. 


Not doubting but that the Smiles of Peace would ſoon afford them Relief, 
they bore the Evil in Silence: But how cruelly were they diſappointed, by 
the Arrival of the Proclamation of the Second of Fuly, One thouſand Seven 
hundred and Eighty-three, prohibiting the United States of America from 
trading with the Sugar Colonies; a Trade, on which the Exiſtence of this 
Iſland as a Colony, in Caſes of Emergency depends; and which is at all Times 
neceſſary, for the ſupporting and carrying on the Sugar Eſtates, great Part 
of which (without that Benefit) muſt be thrown out of Canes. 


The Petitioners at the ſame Time cannot but expreſs their Aſtoniſhment 


at the Diſtindion made in that Proclamation between His Majeſty's Subjects in 


the Sugar Colonies, and in His other Dominions ; a Diſtinction which might have 
ended in the Deſtruction of the Petitioners, but for the judicious Meaſure 
adopted by his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, on the Fourth of Auguſt laſt, 
in permitting the free Importation of Proviſions and Lumber for a limited 
Time. | | | 


Thus ſituated, the Petitioners have no Hope for Relief, but in the fatherly 
Protection of His Majeſty ; who, they truſt, waits only to be acquainted 


with the Diſtreſſes and Misfortunes of his diſtant Subjects, to afford them 


Relief. 
And praying for Relief, 
Signed by 53 Names, 


APETIT I ON of the Planters, and other Inhabitants, of the Pariſh 
of Vere, was preſented to the Houſe, and read;—Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners (being fully perſuaded that an Intercourſe between 
the United States of North America and the Weaſt India Iſlands, upon Principles 
of Liberality and mutual Benefit, purſuant to the Terms of the Provifional 
Treaty, would have been eſtabliſhed, as ſoon as Parliament could have had 
Time to take the Subject into due Conſideration) had forborne any Applica- 
tion to this Honourable Houſe upon a Queſtion in which their Intereſts are 
io materially involved; but obſerving, that after a ſecond Seſſion of Parlia- 

ment 


1 


ment ſince the Peace, no Plan has been ſettled, nor Meaſures taken, relating 
thereto, except the paſſing of the Law to authorize the Renewal of the re- 
ſtrictive Proclamation of the Second of July, One thouſand Seven hundred and 
Eigbiy- three, they cannot help being alarmed with the Apprehenſion, that 
Miniſtry have determined to deny any direct Trade between theſe Iſlands and 
North America; and therefore cannot long withhold their Sentiments upon 
ſo important a Concern, without ſubjecting themſelves to a Charge of criminal 


Acquieſcence. 


That the Petitioners have been taught to entertain the moſt flattering hopes 
of receiving from Canada and Nova Scotia a regular and competent Supply 
of Proviſions and Lumber ; but from the Experience of a conſiderable Length 
of Time, their hopes have been found to be illuſory and abortive: And 
from the beſt Information they have been able to obtain, they find thoſe 
Countries are totally without ſome of the Articles, and not abounding in others 


to any Extent for Exportation. 


That the ſmall and caſual Supply of Proviſions and Lumber in Foreign 
Veſſels, under the Free-Port AF, ſeems rather to mock the Wants of the Pe- 
titioners, than to relieve them; becauſe the Quantity at Market being inade- 
quate to the Demand, very few could become Purchaſers, and thoſe only 
of the moſt opulent; who, relying on the Evil being of ſhort Duration, would 
venture to give a Price which it would be ruinous to continue; but if this 
enormous Price ſhould induce the Importation of greater Quantities, it 1s 
eaſily foreſeen, that ſuch a Commerce mult be highly beneficial to the neigh- 
bouring Iſlands belonging to Foreign Powers, at the Expence of the Britifh 
Sugar Colonies; and as they are reſtricted from taking Sugar and Rum in 
Return, our Specie muſt be very ſoon exhauſted, which is an Evil we would 


alſo wiſh to deprecate. 


With reſpect to the Permiſſion given to Britiſb Veſſels, navigated agreeably 

to the Proclamation, to carry Proviſions and Lumber to the Britiſh Sugar 
Colonies, the Petitioners do not conceive it will be of any Advantage, as 
they cannot hope the Subjects of the American States will permit ſo partial a Trade 
to be of long Continuance; and indeed, ſo apprehenſive of it are his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects in general, that very few have dared to attempt it. 


That the Petitioners rely altogether on their Crops of Guiney Corn for the 


Maintenance and Support of their Slaves; but as this Pariſh in particular 
is frequently viſited by ſevere Drought, in the Event of which they loſe their 
Crops, they are. obliged to reſort to the Kingſton Market to purchaſe Flour, 
Rice, Virginia Corn, and other Articles of Proviſion, which, if they ſhould 
not be able to qbtain, a Famine, and its dreadful Train of Conſequences, muſt 


enſue : And that ſuch will inevitably be the Caſe, and this Ifland ceaſe to be a 


Sugar Colony, unleſs a free Trade, to a certain Extent, be permitted with the 
American States, the Petitioners have the moſt ſolid Grounds to believe. 


B ” "That, 


5earch 
ICations 


1 


That, in a Competition of Intereſts with the Mother Country, the Peti- 
tioners are well aware, the Colonies muſt give way; but they are convinced, 
that upon a proper Inveſtigation of the Subject, it will be found, that ſo far 
from being injurious, ſuch a Trade will add to the Riches, and Firengthen the 
Power of the Kingdom. 


— 


The Petitioners might lay before this Honourable Houſe a Variety of other 
Matters; but as the general Circumſtances of the Country are before them, 
and its Welfare in their Contemplation, it is unneceſſary to add any Thing 
further. 1 
And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 17 Names. 


A PETITION of the ers, and Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
Saint David, was preſented to the Houſe, and read ;—Setting forth, 


That the Petitioners, with the warmeſt Attachment and Reſpect to his 
Majefty's Perſon and Government, ſubmitted, during the late War, to the 
moſt oppreſſive, grievous, and unparalleled Burthens.—That amidſt their Ex- 
ertions in the Defence of their Country, and at a Time when all Orders 
of People were labouring under accumulated Diſtreſſes, occaſioned by the 
unhappy War with America, and the ſevere Storm that deſolated the moſt va- 
luable Diſtrict of the Ifland, their Staple Commodity was, by the Parliament 
of Great Britain, taxed in a Manner ſo as to threaten Ruin to the reſidentiary 
Sugar Planters, or compel them to emigrate to fome Country where their 
Labour and Induſtry would be gratefully encouraged. 


Oppreſſive and deſtructive as this Meaſure has been, and from its Conſe- 
quences is likely to prove, they ſubmitted without repining ; thinking that 
as ſoon as the War ſhould be at an End, His Majeſty's Miniſters would 
not hefitate to conſider their Diſtreſſes, and make them Objects of their 


Care. 


When that Period arrived, with infinite Concern the Petitioners beheld 
themſelves not only neglected, but treated as Aliens, in being de barred of the 
ſame Rights and Benefits of Trade with the United States of America, as 
their Fellow Subjects in Great Britain. — From whence this Diſtinction has 
ariſen the Petitioners are at a Loſs to determine; but they muſt obſerve, that 
their Loyalty and Attachment to His Majeſty's Perſon and Government 
has hitherto been unſhaken, and, they will preſume to ſay, unimpeached. 

n 


Their unhappy Situation ought, therefore, rather to have entitled them 
to the Favour of thoſe in whom His Majeſty has plaged His. Confidence. al 


1 


The Petitioners were induced to hope, that His Majeſty's Proclamation 
bearing Date the 2d Day of July 1783, was intended merely as a temporary 
Expedient, until a proper Plan of Intercourſe with the United States of Ame- 
rica could be eſtabliſned; and that the Buſineſs, at the next Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, would have been ſeriouſly and maturely conſidered. 


With the deepeſt Concern, the Petitioners hear of the End of that Seſſion 
of Parliament, and of His Majeſty's having again iſſued His Royal Procla- 
mation, prohibiting the Intercourſe with the United States of America, ex- 
cept in Britiſp-built Ships, owned by His Majeſty's Subjects, and navigated 
by Britiſh Seamen. 


The Petitioners beg Leave to ſay, that His Majeſty's Proclamation can 
never afford them the Relief intended ; but that a free Trade with the States 
of America, is the only Means that can be deviſed of alleviating the Diſtreſſes 
of this unhappy Country. ; 


The Petitioners cannot help remarking to this Honourable Houſe, that for 
ſome Months paſt Accounts have been publiſhed in the Weekly Papers of 
the Iſland, and which are ſaid therein to be publiſhed by Authority, giving a 
Detail of great Quantities of Lumber and Flour imported into this Iſland 
from America, according to the Spirit of the Proclamation ; as if to ſhew, 
. that the Trade may be obtained to every neceſſary Extent, under the Re- 
ſtrictions therein enjoined : A Circumſtance which, the Petitioners . ſay, is 
highly fallacicus ; as this Kind of Trade, by creating a Monopoly, has kept 
up the Price of theſe neceſſary Articles, and conſequently has been no Re- 
lief to the Planters.—And the Petitioners farther beg Leave to add, that no- 
thing can demonſtrate the Fallacy of this Liſt of Imports more ſtrongly, 
than the Neceſſity to which they have been driven, of reſcuing them- 
ſelves from the calamitous Effects of the late Storm, by opening the Ports 
of the Iſland to American Veſſels of all Sizes and Denominations; not- 
withſtanding which, the Petitioners further repreſent, without exaggerating,” 
thar every Kind of Proviſion uſually produced in the Country, having in a 
great Meaſure failed in the Eaſtern Diſtrict, they are reduced to the greateſt 
Diſtreſs, without Hope, except ſome Expedient is ſpeedily deviſed for their 
Relief. | 3 

And the Petitioners further ſubmit, that after the repeated Marks of Loy- 
alty which diſtinguiſhed this Iſland in the late War, it is with infinite Con- 
cern they find themſelves marked out as the only Part of His Majeſty's 
Dominions which is not to participate in the Bleſſings of Peace. | 


And praying for Relief. 
: | Signed by 17 Names, 
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A PETITION of the Juſtices and Veſtry, Planters and Inhabi- 
tants, of the Pariſh of Saint Thomas in the Eaſt, was preſented to the. 
Houſe, and read ;—Setting forth, | | 


That the Petitioners, with the warmeſt Attachment and Reſpect to His 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, ſubmitted, during the late War, to the 
molt grievous and heavy Burthens. 


That amidſt their Exertions in Defence of the Country, and at a Time 
when all Orders of People were labouring under accumulated Diſtreſſes, 
occaſioned by the unhappy War with America, and the ſevere Storm that de- 
ſolated the moſt valuable Diſtrict of the Iſland, their Staple Commodities 
were, by the Parliament of Great Britain, taxed in a Manner ſo as to threa- 
ten Ruin to the Planter. | 


That, oppreſſive and deſtructive as this Meaſure has been, and from its 
Conſequences is likely to prove, the Petitioners ſubmitted, without repining ; 
thinking, that as ſoon as the War ſhould be at an End, His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters would not heſitate to conſider their Diſtreſſes, and make them Objects of 
their Care. | 


That, when this Period arrived, with infinite Concern the Petitioners be- 
held themſelves debarred of the fame Rights and Benefits of Trade with 
the United States of America, as their Fellow Subjects in Great Britain and 
in Britiſh America were permitted to enjoy. | | 


That the Petitioners are at a Loſs to know from whence this Diſtinction has 


| ariſen ; but it muſt be obſerved, their Loyalty and Attachment to His Ma- 


jeſty's Perſon and Government have hitherto been unſhaken. 


That the Petitioners beg Leave to ſay, His Majeſty's Proclamation can 
never afford them the Relief intended ; but that a Trade with the States of 
America, under proper Reſtrictions, and an Alleviation of the Duties upon their 
Staple Commodities, are the only Means that can be deviſed of diminiſhing 
the Diſtreſſes of this Country. 


That not only almoſt all the Buildings of the Petitioners, but alſo all 
Kinds of Proviſions uſually produced in this Diſtrict, have Been deſtroyed by the 
late Storm, by which they are reduced to great Diſtreſs; and might, together 
with their Slaves, have periſhed by Famine, had not the Importations of Pro- 
viſions from the French Iſlands, as well as from America, been connived at. 


That, as for any Dependance the Petitioners can have on Canada or Nova 
Scotia tor Flour and Lumber, Experience, and the moſt exact Information, 

- | 
have 


E 


have taught them not to depend upon thoſe Provinces, there never having 
yet been a Barrel of Flour imported from thence into this Iſland fince the © 
Peace; and it being certain that the River of Saint Lawrence is not navi- 
gable for near Six Months in the Year, their Support from thence will always 
be precarious.—As to Lymber, what has been brought from Nova Scotia has 
been cut upon the Lands belonging to the States of America; of Courſe that 
Province is at preſent unable to ſupply your Petitioners with that Article; and, 
as they are informed, produces very few Saves. 


That your Petitioners have no proper Mode of approaching His Majeſty's 
Throne, to repreſent their Grievances and Diſtreſſes, but through the Medium 
and Interpoſition of their lawful Repreſentatives. 


And praying for Relief. 
Signed by 97 Names. 


A PETITION of the Juſtices and Veſtry, Planters and Inhabi- 
tants of the Pariſh of Saint George, was preſented to the Houſe, and 
read ;—Setting forth, | 


That the Petitioners, with the warmeſt Attachment and Reſpect to His 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, ſubmitted, during the late War, to the 
moſt oppreſſive, grievous, and unparalleled Burthens. 


That amidſt their Exertions in the Defence of this Country, and at a Time 
when all Orders of People were labouring under accummulated Diſtreſſes, 
occaſioned by the unhappy War with America, and the ſevere Storm that de- 
ſolated the moſt valuable Parts of the Iſland, their Staple Commodity was, 
by the Parliament of Great Britain, taxed in a Manner ſo very grievouſly, as 
to threaten Ruin to the reſiding Sugar Planters, or compel] them to emigrate, 
where their Labour and Induſtry would be countenanced and encouraged. 


Independant of which burthenſome and heavy Tax upon their Sugars, 
the very Caſks which convey the Sugar they are obliged to pay a Duty at 
the Cuſtom Houſe upon, becauſe the Staves of this Country are heavier than 
the Red Oaks of America: And there being only a certain given Tare allow- 
ed at the Cuſtom Houſe at London, all that the Hogſhead weighs above that, 
Freight, and a Duty, is paid for at the ſame Rate as if it was actually Sugar, 
but allowed afterwards, and diſcounted by the Factor to the Sugar Baker ; 
which additional Grievance to the Sugar Planter is occaſioned by the Loſs 
of their uſual Supply of Red Oak Staves from America; an Evil they patiently 
ſubmitted to during the War, in Hopes it would only be temporary, and not 
a laſting one: But are now told by their Factors in Landon, that they have 

; no 


1 
no Remedy, but that of ſending to them for Hamborough Staves ; which 
would make the Remedy as bad as the Diſeaſe. | 


That, oppreſſive and deſtructive as this Meaſure has been, and from its 
Conſequences 1s likely to prove, they ſubmitted without repining ; think- 
ing, that as ſoon as the War was at an End, His Majeſty's Miniſters would 
not heſitate to conſider their Diſtreſſes, and make them Objects of their 
Care. f 


That when that Period arrived, with infinite Concern the Petitioners be- 
held themſelves not only neglected, but treated as Aliens, in being debarred 
of the ſame Rights and Benefits of Trade with the United States of America, 
as their Fellow Subjects in Great Britain. 


That the Petitioners were induced to hope, that His Majeſty's Proclama- 
tion, dated the 2d of July 1783, was intended merely as a temporary Ex- 
pedient, until a proper Plan of Intercourſe with the United States of America 
could be eſtabliſhed, and which the next Seſſion of Parliament would have 
ſeriouſly and maturely conſidered. | 


That, with the deepeſt Concern, your Petitioners hear of the End of that 
Seſſion of Parliament, and of His Majeſty's having again iſſued His Royal 
Proclamation, prohibiting the Intercourſe with the United States of America, 
except in Britifh-built Ships, owned by His Majeſty's Subjects, and navigated 
by Britiſb Seamen. | 


The Petitioners therefore beg Leave to ſay, that His Majeſty's Proclama- 
tion can never afford them the Relief intended ; but that a free T rade with 
the States of America is the only Means that can be deviſed of alleviating the 
Diſtreſſes of this unhappy Country. i 


That the Petitioners cannot help remarking to this Honourable Houſe, that 
for ſome Months paſt Accounts have been publiſhed in the Weekly Papers 
of the Iſland, and which are ſaid therein to be publiſhed by Authority, giving 
a Detail of great Quantities of Lumber and Flour imported into this Iſland 
from America, according to the Spirit of the Proclamation ; as if to ſhew 
that the Trade may be obtained to every neceſſary Extent under the Reſtrictions 
therein enjoined : A Circumſtance which, the Petitioners ſay, is highly falla- 
cious; as this Kind of Trade, by creating a Monopoly, hath kept up the 
Price of theſe neceſſary Articles, and conſequently hath been no Relief to the 


: Planters. 


And the Petitioners further beg Leave to add, that nothing can demon- 
ſtrate the Fallacy of this Lift of Imports more ſtrongly, than the Neceſſity 
to which the Petitioners have been driven, of relieving themſelves from the 
Calamities of the late Storm, by opening the Ports of the Iſland to American 
Veſſels of all Sizes and Denominations; notwithſtanding which, the Peti- 

tioners 


| E 


tioners further repreſent, without Exaggeration, that every Kind of Proviſion 
uſually produced in this Country, having in a great Meaſure failed by Means 
of the late Storm, they are reduced to the greateſt Diſtreſs, without Hope, ex- 
cept ſome Expedient is ſpeedily deviſed for their Relief. | 


That after the repeated Marks of Loyalty which diſtinguiſhed this Iſland 
in the late War, it is with infinite Concern the Petitioners find themſelves 
marked out as the only Part.of His Majeſty's Dominions which 1s not to par- 
ticipate in the Bleſſings of Peace; and that they are thus called upon to riſque 
their Lives by conforming to the Reſtrictions on their Trade. 


The Petitioners are already reduced in their Circumſtances, on account of 
their multiplied Diſtreſſes, occaſioned by the Calamities of the late War, 
Inclemency of the Seafons, the Want of a free Intercourſe with America, 
and the exorbitant Price of all Kind of Supplies from Great Britain; and as 
the Burthen for the Support of this Government falls entirely upon the Planters, 
many of the Petitioners are already fo ſtraitened in their Circumſtances, as to 
be ſcarce able to pay the preſent Taxes, for the neceſſary Support of this Go- 
vernment.—So reduced are they, that ſhould another War, or any other unex- 
pected and unforeſeen Accident, occaſion an Increaſe to their preſent Burthens, 
they would not be able to maintain their Families; but would be reduced to 
a State of Bankruptcy, in Spite of all their Exertions to Frugality and 
CEconomy. : 

And praying for Relief, 

Signed by 91 Names, 


N. B. The above PETITIONS, being Eleven in Number, conſtitute a 
Majority of the whole Number of Pariſhes in the Ifland, which are in all 
Twenty-one ; and are a ſufficient Proof of the Senſe of the Iſland in regard to 
the Grievances complained of. 


